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Get energy efficient and warm up for winter
By DINAH ARNDT

IMPROVING the energy efficiency of a
house doesn’t have to cost the earth,
experts say.

They say the number-one thing home
owners should fix are air leakages.

This could be as simple, and cheap,
as using a fabric ‘‘sausage’’ to block the
gap at the bottom of the door.

John Harris, of Launceston’s Home
Ideas Centre, said the door sausage
was the cheapest and most effective

way of making a home more energy
efficient.

He said the second was secondary
glazing of windows, for which there
were several products on the market.

Building consultant Wayne Gorman
has been doing independent energy
assessments in Tasmania for 11 years.

His top two tips were the same: fix
air leakages and improve window glaz-
ing.

Mr Gorman said there was always a
bigger demand for his services when

Aurora power prices increased and
winter arrived.

‘‘And now we’ve had both — Aurora
has said it’s putting its prices up and
winter is here so everyone is scared
about what their bills will be,’’ he said.

The most difficult decision for his
clients was deciding what they should
spend money on to get the best return
on energy reduction.

Mr Gorman said that depended on
the building, and how long the people
intended to live there.

Betty Grey as retiring vice-principal of Alanvale College in 1987.

OBITUARY — Betty Grey
Born: August 9, 1923.
Died: March 20, 2011.

Betty Grey was an
education trailblazer and

loyal ALP supporter.

Tasmanian education leader
and Labor stalwart mourned

TASMANIAN education
trailblazer Betty Grey
will be remembered for

more than her influence on
several generations of
teachers and students.

There are many who will
also miss the Launceston
woman’s weekly visits since
she retired from a long
teaching career in 1987.

These took place after she
had come to town to have
her hair done.

Mrs Grey was a staunch
member of the Labor Party
all her adult life, so that one
of the weekly visits would
be to Northern Tasmanian
Senator Kerry O’Brien’s
office.

‘‘She would arrive in the
office, impeccably dressed,
to check that everything
was in order,’’ Senator
O’Brien said.

‘‘She would finish her
visit with a ritual glass of
red wine prior to heading
off to catch the bus home
with her usual ‘carry on
then’, leaving us with big
smiles on our faces.’’

Senator O’Brien’s staff
always expected a panicked
call from Mrs Grey at
election time asking what
she should do with her
postal vote over which she
had spilled her coffee —
again.

‘‘Every time, she would
simply wipe it clean and

pop it into an envelope to
the Australian Electoral
Commission with a note of
apology,’’ he said.

But Mrs Grey was an
education trailblazer before
she was a loyal ALP
supporter.

She was born at
Queenstown in 1923 and
trained as a teacher at the
Phillip Smith Training
College and the University
of Tasmania.

In her early teaching
days, she was posted to both
Huonville Area School and
Smithton High School at
opposite ends of the state
before being required to
resign from teaching — as
women were at the time —
after she married her
husband, Keith, and had
her children, Pam and Alan.

But Betty Grey came
back.

Soon after she returned to
teaching, she was appointed
senior mistress at the
Launceston Matriculation
College.

Despite Mrs Grey
objecting to what she
regarded as the ‘‘horrible
sexist term’’ of senior
mistress, she had returned
at an innovative time in
Tasmanian education.

It was when the
government years 11 and 12
colleges were created.

This was where she spent
the majority of her second
career.

She was later appointed
vice-principal of another

pre-tertiary school —
Launceston Alanvale
College.

Mrs Grey was active in
the community as well as
her professional
organisations, serving on a
long list of education-
related and other groups.

That included being a life
member and vice-president
of the Tasmanian Teachers
Federation, secretary of the
Northern branch of the
Retired Teachers
Association, member of the
Australian College of
Education and the World
Education Fellowship,
Tasmanian College of
Advanced Education council
member, Adult Education
member, life member of

University Women’s
Graduates, Women’s Health
Network member, charter
member of Zonta
International, Launceston,
assistant secretary of the
National Council of Women
and member of the
Tasmanian Women’s
Consultative Council,
Advisory Council of the
School of Nursing, Penguin
Club, Friends of the ABC,
Theatre North, Amnesty
International and the
Launceston Croquet Club.

Mrs Grey became a life
member of the Australian
Labor Party and served as
president and secretary of
the South-West Launceston
branch.

Senator O’Brien
described her as an
intelligent and respected
member of her community
who always displayed a
strong sense of social
justice.

She was awarded the
Medal of the Order of
Australia in 1998 for service
to education and was
inducted into the
Tasmanian Women’s
Honour Roll.

Mrs Grey is survived by
her daughter, Pam, her
grandchildren Emma and
Brian and her great-
grandchildren Thomas and
Toby.

— ALISON ANDREWS

Victim
blamed
for sex
offender’s
charges
By ZARA DAWTREY
Court reporter

A 34-YEAR-OLD East
Coast sex offender still en-
joys the full support of his
family despite him admit-
ting he sexually abused his
young stepbrother at least
every month for five years,
the Supreme Court in
Launceston heard yester-
day.

His victim, however —
who was just eight when
the abuse began — has been
ostracised by the same fam-
ily members because he re-
ported the crimes to police.

The abuser — who cannot
be named — yesterday
pleaded guilty to maintain-
ing a sexual relationship
with a young person under
the age of 17.

The court heard he was
14 when he started molest-
ing the eight-year-old, soon
after his father remarried
and they moved in with his
new stepmother and her
children.

The abuse continued until
he was 19 and the boy was
13.

The abuse occurred
everywhere from the child’s
bedroom to the beach.

With the accused’s family
members watching from the
public gallery yesterday,
the prosecution told Justice
Helen Wood that the victim
told his mother what was
happening when the abuse
began to escalate.

But her response was to
send him to a psychologist
— which the Crown said
made him feel as though he
was the one in the wrong.

The prosecutor said the
boy eventually ‘‘lost all re-
spect for his mother’’.

He started stealing cars
and abusing drugs and al-
cohol, and later moved in-
terstate.

That had little impact
and he found himself un-
able to move forward, the
prosecutor said, prompting
him to eventually seek
counselling and confront
the accused in front of his
mother.

The molester made sev-
eral admissions in the
mother’s presence and later
to police, but that failed to
improve the victim’s re-
lationship with his family
as he had hoped it would.

He remained ‘‘severely
traumatised’’ by what hap-
pened to him, the pros-
ecutor said, reading a
lengthy victim impact state-
ment prepared by a social
worker.

He had accepted that
nothing could give him back
his childhood, the social
worker wrote, but was still
struggling with the huge
impact the offending had
had on his ability to live a
normal life as a functioning
adult.

Justice Wood said the vic-
tim should not have been
‘‘blamed’’ for charges being
laid.

‘‘This was a crime against
society,’’ she said.

‘‘He shouldn’t have been
made to feel that way.’’

After telling the abuser
jail ‘‘was inevitable’’, she
remanded him in custody
ahead of sentencing on June
22.

Funding boost for
disability support

Cassy O’Connor

THE state government will
deliver a long-awaited in-
crease in funding for sup-
p o r t p a c k a g e s f o r
Tasmanians with a dis-
ability.

Human Services Minister
Cassy O’Connor said yester-
day that $500,000 had been
allocated for individual sup-
port packages, which allow
people with a disability to
live more independently by
tailoring support to their
needs.

The packages, being allo-
cated this month, can in-
clude respite provision,
special equipment or some-
one to help with shopping.

Last month it was re-
vealed Tasmanians with a
disability were waiting up
to 12 years for the support
packages and that demand
was increasing.

Ms O’Connor said that 72
packages had been allo-
cated this financial year.

But between December
last year and May, just two
packages had been funded

despite 285 people being on
the waiting list.

Yesterday she said the
funding would provide be-
tween 15 and 30 new pack-
ages.

Ms O’Connor said that
funding of support packages
had doubled over the past
five years in Tasmania, but
the existing budget had re-
cently been completely
spent — resulting in a
short-term delay in approv-
ing new packages.


